
Brandwood Forum Meeting – Wednesday 28 May 2014 
 
Present: Karen Osborne (Chair), Cllr. Barry Henley, Cllr. Eva Phillips, Phil Burrows (Friends of the 
Earth), local residents x29 
Apology for absence: Kristian Wilkes    Minutes: Jan Tchamani 
 

Item Minute Action 

1 Chair welcomed all to meeting   

2 AIR POLLUTION key facts presented by Phil Burrows (FoE) who explained the 
‘Let’s Get Moving’ campaign. Birmingham has 2nd worst air quality in the UK, 
London being worst with 3,000 people per year dying of air pollution related 
illness. PM10 particles lodge in lungs causing cancer – Stratford Rd often goes 
over EU limit. Nitrous oxide is the other big problem. Birmingham often goes 
over the EU limit for this. FOE Campaign calls on BCC to invest £10 per person per 
yr for at least next 10 yrs, encouraging ‘active transport’ (walking, cycling) + 
public transport. Copenhagen invests £20 per person per yr. BCC have been 
investing, due to funding from national government, but should push for this to 
continue. At some point, a ‘modal shift’ happens: not only does incidence of 
respiratory diseases fall, but people become fitter, reducing incidence of heart 
disease, obesity, diabetes + other illnesses.  
 
Chair pointed out that Birmingham has Victorian roads full of traffic, which 
makes change difficult. Phil said campaign would target journeys under 1 mile. 
Chair pointed out that some residents live in hilly areas. A disabled resident 
agreed that she could not manage without her car. Phil emphasized that 
campaign will target those able to adopt new modes of transport, which would 
improve matters for everyone, including drivers, because of reduction in 
congestion. Schools encouraged to adopt ‘walking buses’. Jan raised issue of a 
disabled friend not allowed her Brompton bicycle inside a café, with nowhere 
safe to lock it outside. Cllr. Henley said Bromptons are allowed everywhere. A 
resident asked about Be Birmingham cars BH  believes more of the health budget 
should be invested in parks, open spaces, swimming-pools + gyms. Lung disease 
is decreasing, whilst Type 2 diabetes, bowel + breast cancers + blindness 
associated with diabetes are on the increase.  
Jan said community gardening is good exercise; she is said central government 
are trying to pass a law allowing them to seize allotments without consultation. 
Cllr. Henley replied that central government intent on building programme.  
 
Jenny asked about public transport. Cllr. Henley said that Centro are putting 
money into the Metro system e.g. extending it along Broad Street, in attempt to 
get car journeys off roads. Chair suggested old railway lines should be reopened.  
 
Phil asked members to consider helping his project put up ‘diffusion tubes’ in the 
ward. These pick up nitrous oxide levels over 1 month. It was agreed to provide 
him with list of members willing to help. He explained he is particularly anxious 
to do something about childhood asthma caused by pollution.  
 
There was further discussion about towpaths (people can cycle along them), the 
upset caused by cyclists coming up behind pedestrians without having a bicycle 
bell (which Cllr. Phillips suggested could be addressed in schools), and the need 
to educate drivers about respecting cyclists. Some pelican crossings have been 
adapted to allow cyclists to ride across, where there are cycle paths. One 
resident asked whether there was a scheme to give bicycles to people. Phil said 
Northfield has one. Chair mentioned white bikes scheme in Netherlands, 
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whereby anyone can borrow a bike for free. Cllr. Henley mentioned London and 
Paris ‘pay to use’ bike schemes. Phil said Birmingham is going one better by 
making Brompton bikes available. Eva explained that ‘Birmingham Mobility’ is 
only in its 1st phase, which is about connectivity. Jenny said that better signage 
needed on cycle paths, and several members concurred.   

3 Minutes & Matters Arising : Chair reminded meeting of new Improvement 
Project: to produce a map of the ward. We are now affiliated to Birmingham 
Open Spaces Forum (BOSF): see link of our website. We now have free public 
liability insurance. Jane Edwards not present to give update on Dawberry Fields 
cycle path. Alan Jarvis reminded to ask about yellow bulbs.  
 
Dog poo stickers: Cllr. Phillips informed meeting about new approach using 
stencils currently being piloted. Chair explained dog poo poster design 
competition, and showed the poster, and the 1st entry, done by an 8-year-old girl. 
Deadline is 20th June. Members agreed to drop copies to local school.  
 
Inconsiderate parking was mentioned: Cllr. Phillips said the police had conducted 
a campaign in schools, but this needed to be repeated. Problems on Lifford Lane: 
telephone number for Dave Miller is 303 1944. Chair has invited Cllr. McKay to 
attend Forum but he has declined for now. Skills Audit: Karen and Jan to meet to 
go through responses. Future meeting plans: alternative medicine – Karen to 
arrange for October; June meeting – Karen to add ‘Scam Aware’ rep to green 
waste and litter (Dave Miller, Mark Airey); Cllr. Phillips to ask Tommy Wallace to 
attend June meeting. 
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4 Environmental Issues: Cllr. Henley spoke to Mark Airey about Allenscroft tunnel 
and it has been cleaned. All other dumping issues highlighted have been dealt 
with by Cllr. Henley. Cllr. Henley informed members that BCC will provide a 
composter at half price. Also that he has emailed Cllr. McKay with suggestions 
from residents to solve congestion on Lifford Lane but is yet to receive a reply. 
Crossing on Red Lion corner (Grove Rd) – pavement and road will be redone to 
create slope as there is no drain. Drain outside pharmacy has been mended and 
improved. Fire brigade concerned about Meadford and Lifford Lane, where their 
vehicles cannot get through. Chair pointed out that this is Sajid Khan’s area of 
responsibility. 
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5 Policing & community safety2 orange motorcycles doing wheelies and a pale 
green VW Beetle (owner may live in Listowel Rd). Van parked at bottom of 
Partons Rd is being monitored. Car dealer parking vehicles on Meadford was 
visited by PC Mahmood, and problem has stopped. update provided by Sgt. 
Karen Hunn on major crimes, damage to garages and speed watch. Watch on 25 
May on Moneyhull and Woodthorpe reported no speeding, but will be repeated 
in the evening. Inconsiderate parking at 2 hotspots resulted in verbal warnings 
being issued. Colmore School and Camp Hill were not among the schools 
targeted for parking policing. Two cannabis factories have been raided.  
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6 Ward Committee meeting: attended by Kristian Wilkes. Ward Committee 
meetings are 4 times a year. On other occasions, Cllrs. are present at Forums if 
people wish to speak to them. Police are also available when needed. Chair said 
that Sgt. Hunn’s updates are very helpful. Dates of Police Tasking meetings will 
be displayed on the noticeboards. Cllr. Phillips said she was very unhappy at the 
removal of play equipment from 2 local parks, especially as she has been 
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promoting use of outdoor spaces for children’s health. An apology has been 
received, and concerned parents will be meeting Robin Bryan (Parks) to discuss a 
way forward.  
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8 Any Other Business: It was agreed that there are still people who have failed to 
grasp information about green waste collections, and some who just do not care. 
Chair suggested putting information on the noticeboards. Chair gave out 
information about Birmingham in Bloom. Blue Watch Commander Jamie Beckett 
(Kings Norton Community Fire Station) who attended last meeting has sent 
information on free home fire safety checks – or ring 0800 389 5525. Jan told 
members about her writing group ‘Fun With a Pen’ and fortnightly gardening 
days (this coming Saturday and thereafter).  

Chair will put green waste 
info on website but 
suggested BCC needed to 
make it clearer for all 
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9 Dates for your Diary! 
 

At Grove Rd Lounge (for tenants and guests): 
IT Club Tuesdays 11am onwards - free                         
Skittles Club Saturdays 7pm-late (bring drink and snack) - free 
Fun with a Pen: Writers’ Group monthly 2nd Sat 12-4 with bring & share lunch 
Positive Minds Well-being Group fortnightly Thurs 1-4pm – free (next: 5/6) 
Gardening Days: fortnightly Saturday 11am onwards (next: 31/5) 
Ask Jan, Terry, Derek or Alan for further details, ring Jan on 07832 234600 or  
email her at: burjan@blueyonder.co.uk) 
 

Walkers Heath Park:  
BuggyFit Tuesdays 12.45pm-1.45pm (meet by Walkers Heath Allotments) 
Tai Chi Thursdays 12 noon (on the courts) 
And in Greaves Hall: 
AthleFIT Mondays 1.45pm-2.45pm 
Pilates/Fitness Yoga Wednesdays 5-6pm and Fridays 9.30am-10.30am 
NEW!! Basketball Sundays 10.30-11.30am 
 

CBSO Singing Group  (18+) Every Thursday 7.30 The Hub 
 

Friends of Lifford Wood Every Thursday 10-3pm 
 

N.B. Date of next 
BRANDWOOD 
Forum meeting: 
Weds 25th June 
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