
Brandwood Forum Meeting – 29th March 2017 At:  Monyhull Church, B30 3PS                               

Present Karen Osborne (Chair), Jane Edwards (minutes),Cllr Mike Leddy, Cllr Barry Henley, Jenny Douglas 

and Mandy Baker from DISC. 

 Minute Action 

1 Welcome and housekeeping points 
Chair welcomed Jenny and Mandy from Dementia Information and Support for 
Carers (DISC) to the meeting. Chair went over H&S points.  

 

2 Mandy explained the role of DISC as a Carers Support Charity to help with all 
aspects of supporting family members and anyone who was caring for someone 
with Dementia issues. Jenny asked anyone who may feel they need support, or 
think that they may have someone that should be referred for support to contact 
them via phone on 0121 553 6483 or visit their web site www.discbirmingham.org 
Mandy explained that they originally set up in the west of the City but that they 
now have funding to cover the whole of Birmingham. They can assist with arranging 
respite, completing claims, advising on care arrangements etc . Karen agreed to 
arrange a further meeting that would give them an opportunity to come along and 
speak about Dementia diagnosis and allied infections. Date to be agreed. 

 
 
 
  

3 Environmental Issues follow up 

 Litter/refuse outside the co-op in Vicarage road and shops was raised again. 
John Burke has not got back to Cllr Leddy but Karen felt there had been 
minor improvements. 

 Litter reported on Manningford Rd under hedges following Travellers has 
now been removed and large tree trunks have been placed to deter 
Travellers. 

 Alcester Lanes End- Litter under hedge near toilet block still there. Mike will 
follow up (In area from Wingfield Gdns to toilet area.) 

 Large bags left in Partons Road have been improved 
New Environmental Issues. 

 Shelfield Rd/ Tunnel Lane – Burnt out car at far end near canal.  

 Poplar tree fallen adjacent to the canal at the bottom of Shelfield Rd access 
point. CRT to be notified 

 Play equipment has been removed from Lifford Park (Tunnel Lane). 
Residents were unhappy with this and Cllr Leddy said it had happened 
whilst he was on holiday. Cllr Henley said he had approved its removal as it 
was old and dangerous and Parks were unable to afford maintenance or 
refurbishment. Residents were unhappy with the outcome and there was 
some discussion as to where the nearest play area was now this had been 
removed. The Councillors explained that we had had 4 new areas installed 
in Brandwood.  

 Bollards have been fitted near Broadmeadow School but residents want the 
area between the school and Keynal Covert addressed as parking on 
pavements and grass happening here. 

 The uneven paving at Alcester Lanes End has been fenced and hopefully 
will be repaired by the shop owner. 

 The badly broken traffic hump at the bottom of Parsons Hill on the left 
hand bend is still not repaired. Cllr Henley will chase. 

 The waste bin that was removed from Bayston Rd at the entry to Jasmin 
Fields has been replaced after protestations from Cllr Leddy and local 
residents. 

 The British Legion on Bells Lane has been sold and is now a Private 
members club. Cllr Henley explained that the new owners would not be 
operating it as a community asset but as a private drinking establishment. 

 Slabs at Grove Road Garage were still and issue. 

 Parking on Hanbury Road was cracking slabs.  
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 The road drains at the Red Lion Pub were causing flooding again. Cllr 
Henley had already spotted this. 

 Broad Lane near the junction with the Alcester Rd is suffering badly from 
flooding when rain heavy. 

 The fence adjacent to Cocks Moors car park facing Broad Lane has been 
smashed into. Cllr Henley explained that unless it was dangerous it was 
hard to do anything as no longer council. It was agreed that it was unsightly 
but not dangerous. 

 Monyhull Hall Rd- Graffiti still not painted over again after the rain washed 
initial paint off and the no parking sign has been knocked over. 
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4 Tasking Issues 
Crime figures for Brandwood can be accessed via police.org.uk 
 
Karen showed a number of slides of totally unacceptable antisocial behaviour in 
Kings Road and expressed her concern that when residents were called to a 
meeting at Warstock Police Station to address this matter, the shop owner at the 
centre of the issue was also present. Residents felt this would give rise to 
intimidation.  This issue has been ongoing for close to 10 years and only subsides 
when the shop is closed down. Karen expressed her anger that the Councillors 
seemed not to have addressed this issue and partially blamed Councillor Leddy for 
not signposting residents who complained to Brandwood Forum and specifically to 
her, as she had been mobilising resident support. He explained that Data Protection 
meant that he could not give her information on who else had complained and that 
the Councillors were making efforts to address the problem. A heated discussion 
ensued and Cllr Leddy left the meeting as he felt he was being unjustly targeted. 
Cllr Henley explained that this matter had been discussed at the tasking meeting on 
Monday and that the shop owners brother had been in attendance and had been 
very aggressive saying Police and residents were victimising him.  The Police and 
the Councillors feel that the shop owner is encouraging the young men that cause 
the anti social behaviour and efforts are being made to find a solution.  
 
*Whilst members at the meeting totally agreed that Karen’s anger was justified and 
that residents in Kings Road were having to put up with an unacceptable situation, 
they felt that Cllr Leddy had been unduly targeted and Karen agreed that maybe 
she had overstepped the mark but that she was completely at the end of her 
tether. Members expressed their opinion that Cllr Leddy worked very hard on 
behalf of residents and It was also felt that this issue should have not been 
discussed in detail at the Forum but should have been aired at the Tasking meeting. 
Members felt that both Karen and Councillor Leddy should have moderated their 
behaviour and hoped that both parties would resolve their differences as they both 
do a lot of good work together. 

 
 
 
 

5 Planning 
Chip shop on Vicarage Rd- does it have proper planning permission? Karen says 27 
shops and this will be the 4th food outlet. This ratio exceeded agreed figures. Cllr 
Henley said he would speak to the Head of Planning.  
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6 Any other business- 
Karen asked if members could devise a question that could be addressed in turn to 
all candidates at the April Hustings. One suggestion was relating to Kings Heath Rail 
Station reopening. Cllr Henley said that it was possible this would happen in the 
next 10 years due to HS2 funding and that it was frequently on prospective 
candidates agendas. 
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7 Next Meeting Dates-  
Forum Meetings 
29th March Meeting-Dementia Carers 
25th April Karen Chairing the Hustings for prospective West Midlands Mayor at 
Kings Heath Baptist Church 6.30pm. 
Police Tasking dates  
3rd July- Monyhull 
4th Sept- Bells Lane 
4th Dec- Monyhull 
 

 

 


