
Brandwood Forum Meeting – 30thMarch 2016 

At:  Monyhull Church, B30 3PS 

Present: Karen Osborne (Chair), Jane Edwards (minutes), Residents:        .David Jamieson, West Midlands 

Police and Crime Commissioner. 

 Minute Action 

1 Welcome and housekeeping points 
Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. Chair went over H&S points 
 

 

2 The main subject of the evening was a Question and Answer session with David Jamieson, the 
West Midlands Police and Crime Commissioner.  
 
Mr Jamieson explained his position as a ‘representative of the people of the West Midlands’ in Police 

matters and not a serving member of West Midlands Police Force, and that he hoped he was able to 

take the views of all residents and express them to the Police Authorities whilst working with the 

Chief Constable and other Officers.  

He introduced a copy of his documented ‘Strategic Plan’ and ran through some of the heading 

objectives. His emphasis was on a number of these points- 

 The importance of economic development to the West Midlands as the number of people 

unemployed had a direct result on the level of crime. He would be working with the new 

Metro Mayor. 

 Concern over the latest 12 hour closure of the M6 following an accident- working with 

Highways to make sure these incidents dealt with faster. 

 Importance of Victim Support and the use of Restorative Justice along with sentences. 

 Reduction of organised crime/gang culture in the area as this prevented businesses 

relocation to West Mids.  

 Working with young people to prevent future crime via Princess Trust and other 

organisations. 

 Street Crime down but Cyber Crime dramatically increasing. Many Officers working on this 

24/7 but unseen by the public. Officers on the street did not see what was happening 

behind closed doors so important to move with technology as criminals are! 

 Police targeting modern slavery issue which is rife in Cities, including Birmingham. 

Questions from the floor. 

Why was such a large amount of Officers time taken up in the executing of Warrants and what 

was the future of PCSO’s? (Warrants often for serious crime and offered an opportunity to enter 

offenders homes and possible gain intelligence on other matters 

Lots of issues re the reporting of crime meaning that crime figures were inaccurate. If items 

reported you have no idea if they have been resolved. Many didn’t report for fear of reprisals as 

Police often made it obvious to other residents who had reported. (Mr Jamieson said that any 

dissatisfaction with the handling of issues should be reported to local Inspector. If no satisfaction, 

report to Chief Superintendent and copy him in 

 Anti social behaviour not dealt with in many areas- This was often an issue for Housing (BCC or 

Association)  and he felt they worked together well as a team. Police were there to support 

 



them if required. 

Speeding and non operational speed cameras in Birmingham- Mr Jamieson explained that he was involved whilst in 

Government in the introduction of cameras and the money from fines was used to implement road safety items and pupil 

education but Coalition removed the funding and all fines etc now go to the Exchequer and are not used for road safety etc.  

Cameras were originally only installed at previous accident hot spots. Birmingham and Solihull have now entered an 

agreement to purchase some digital cameras that will go in the old yellow cases and they will be operational soon.  Karen 

explained that she now had a speed camera and needed some members to be trained in its use. The Police would then send 

warnings to those over the limit. 

There was a desire for the Police to be able to deal with people with Mental Health issues in a different and more 

sympathetic way but they lacked training. Had this happened? Yes there had been a new system implemented where a 

Mental Health Professional accompanied the Police to calls that involved members of the public with mental health issues 

and the instance of arrests had dramatically reduced as people were taken, by ambulance, to the Oleaster Unit at the QE for 

professional help. 

Karen agreed that this positive note was a good place to end this part of the meeting (8pm) and thanked Mr Jamieson for 

his time 
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 Remaining issues: Waste Collection 

Carol raised the issue again of ‘assisted bin collections’. She had rung on the 8
th

 and the 11
th

 as issues 

over recycling collection but still not resolved. There were also a couple of other issues raised but it 

was suggested that we allow them time till May, when they say that their new digital system will be 

in place so their operatives will not be relying on pieces of paper!! These are some of the other 

general issues. 

 Karen expressed the importance of using Twitter as BCC respond quickly as they do not 

want negative issues reported!! 

 John Burke (Waste Manager) had said at the last meeting that there was a camera at Lifford 

and you could look on line to see the size of the queues before attending. Cllr Henley 

confirmed that there is NO camera at Lifford so this was not possible!! 

 There was a rising issue of people placing rubbish in neighbour’s bins! (Nappies placed in 

someone’s recycling bin so it wasn’t collected!!) 

 Still confusion over John Burkes statement that ‘bins now needed to be placed kerbside not 

property side to be collected’. No one knows this, including his staff. 

 Ann Asbury was charged with investigating the remuneration package for a Waste 

Manager! 

 Head of Service, Kevin Mitchell, would be invited to a meeting. 

Dog Fouling- Gulley Valbourne Rd/Westhouse Gr.     Jasmin Croft/Broad Lane highlighted as very 

bad. Karen offered her posters re fouling and it was also explained that dog waste could now be 

deposited in litter bins as Dog bins no longer installed or replaced. 

Mobile Phone scam- Jean Carter highlighted the need to check mobile phone bills as a number of 

items were added to her bill and costs she had not incurred. This was rectified after intervention of 

local MP but be aware! 

Query re Food Banks- Where these were and how they were signposted was queried and also the 

issue of a number of vulnerable people who maybe steal as desperate etc.  It was suggested that a 

future meeting could be held to discuss how communities could help with this issue which was 

affecting more and more ordinary people. Possible Bank at the Maypole. One at Cotteridge and 

Birmingham City Mission operate City wide. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Asbury 
 
 
Chair 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chair to invite 
local Food bank 
organiser 

4 Planning 
1. No issues raised by Ann 

 
A Asbury 



 
 

5 Possible future meeting speakers- Someone from local residents of Focus new 

development (Ann Astury to contact them), a representative of one of the ‘Academy’ 

schools to explain how they operate, Kevin Mitchell Head of Service for Waste, Someone re 

Food Banks locally. 

 

6 The meeting closed at 8.45pm- Next meeting 27th April.. 
 

 

 

Brief Report of recent Police Tasking and Ward Committee Meeting 21st March. (All 3 Councillors in attendance 

and 2 X PCSO’s 

Neither Officer had been at the last Tasking so they were unclear on items outstanding from that meeting but stated 

that the issue of off road bikes and quads was still being addressed and that intelligence from residents about where 

the riders lived was needed as chasing them was not possible.  Dawberry Fields/ Kings Road were still Hot Spot 

areas. 

Generally crimes in all headings had reduced slightly but Car Crime had increased slightly again from 3 to 8. In most 

cases the vehicles were not locked or items of value had been left on display.  

There had been a spate of house burglaries in Jasmin Croft/Postins Croft/Broad Lane showing a rise from 1 to 6 in 

the area, so this was now a ‘hot spot’ for Officers to patrol.   

Residents fears were founded as much of the man power resources went to Selly Oak to deal with the high rate of 

burglaries/theft from student dwellings etc. This was always a ‘hot spot’ and took officers time. 

Following on-Ward Committee Meeting- Chaired by Eva Phillips. 

No major items discussed but Councillors explained that they now had more flexibility over how they held Ward 

Meetings. Members were asked what they wanted the meetings to be used for? Did they want speakers? Where/ 

How often and should they be in conjunction with Tasking(Not as often). No decision made as far as I am aware. 

Relationship between Forum meetings/Ward meetings needed clarifying. 

Residents raised one or two private matters with Councillors. 


