
Brandwood Forum Meeting 
Grove Road Social Centre 

11
th

 July 2013 
 
Karen Osborne (Chair) 
Kristian (Treasurer)  
Minutes Linda Fenton 
Residents 42 

Guests –  Clare Lucey Senior Consultant DTZ 0121 697 7373 

  Fleet & Waste  John Burke  and Mark Airey  0121 303 1964 
  BCC Street Scene Officer Richard Green – all dumping /bins etc 0121 303 9762  
 
Councillor Eva Phillips 
 

Item Minute Action 

1 Chair Welcomed special guests and residents  

2 Apologies Cllr Mike Leddy Cllr Barry Henley  

3  
Dawberry Fields Allotment Development – DTZ 

 
Birmingham City Council have asked DTZ planning and development 
of the site on the former allotments on the Dawberry Fields Site.  
Birmingham City Council own the site and the money from the sale of 
the site will be used to improve facilities within the community.  
Pedestrian access will be via Charlecote Road. 
 
DTZ carried out a Consultation at the Brandwood Centre for which they 
distributed 250 letters in the local vicinity.   
 
The plan is to provide 48 units including 2, 3, 4 and 5 bed homes, using 
the Dawberry Fields access through the middle. 
 
The former allotments will be reinstated.  Residents commented that 
improving the allotments was promised when they were closed and 
tenants were evicted.  There is currently a waiting list for the 
allotments. 
 
The Birmingham City Council (BCC) policy to include 35% affordable 
housing units has been met elsewhere in the area. 
 
Residents expressed concerns regarding pressure on local services 
and bus services. 
 
Councillor Eva Phillips made a point that Brandwood Forum should be 
consulted regarding using the money raised from the land sale and 
guarantee the return of the allotments. 
 
A resident stated that park land had previously been sold with promises 
for local improvements and this had not happened. 
 
Karen Osborne stated the Selly Oak currently run a co-op which is able 
to investigate the BCC to ensure transparency. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Once the planning application has been 
made it will then be open to comment. 
 
Karen will email residents the ref. Number 
for BCC website to make a comment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Phillips to find out about guarantee of 
funds for local Brandwood Ward 
 
The DTZ representatives said they would 
endeavour to speak to their client (BCC) 
regarding the breakdown of where the 
money is going. 
 

  
Wheelie Bins  John Burke – Operations Manager 

 
Issue 1 :Overflowing Street bins. 
 
Kristian had photographed all the overflowing bins in Brandwood  
stated that some of the bins on Vicarage Road have not been emptied.  
Some bins have been filled with domestic waste therefore they are full.  
 
Residents commented that this is a public health risk but John said that 
it is not their concern.  He commented that there are more waste bins 
in Brandwood Ward than anywhere else. 
 
Kristian stated that because the bins are full people are leaving dog 
waste in and around the bins making them a risk particularly to 
children.  There should be more dog waste bins.  He also stated there 
should be more education on waste disposal.  Jan commented that 
there should be fines for leaving waste. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
JB said he would speak to the crews and 
check for domestic waste.  
 
 
Karen requested that we know how  many 
bins in Brandwood and how many in 
Bournville- JB to find out  
 
 
JB said that there were going to be an 
Enforcement team and an Education team 
set up... 
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Residents commented that local businesses i.e. take away food 
establishments should be responsible for waste from their customers. 
 
Wheelie Bin Problems 
 

 Non collection of rubbish 

 Bags being taken from bin and breaking 

 Bin men not putting bins back in place 

 Several residents complained about the lack of assistance 
even though they were on the list  

 Vicarage road flats – collection days muddled up- residents 
not given bins... 

 Multi tenanted houses not given wheelie bins 

 Bag collections meant to be Fridays 

 Non collection of green waste 

 Recycling pod is stoo small, bins are too big for small 
families.. 

 
  
 
 
Resident Liz sang the Oh Wheelie Bin, Oh Wheelie bin song....and 
everyone joined in 

 
 
Collections 6am-4pm same day 
JB stated this happens on busy roads 
 
JB said that the assisted collection list 
would be updates  
 
.Mark said he would speak to the teams 
about putting bins back in place. 
 
John Burke and Mark Airey said they 
would speak to him. 
 
Greenwaste will be charged for in the 
future 
 
Karen suggested that  before these bins 
are rolled out to 1m people then the 
design should be amended- K to invite Cllr 
McKay to a meeting 
 
Karen will put wheelie bin song on 
website! 

 
 

Future of Cocks Moors Leisure Centre?  

There is to be a ward committee meeting to discuss the future of Cocks 
Moors leisure centre as BCC have said they can no longer support it.   

 
Meeting 28

th
 August 2013 at 7pm 

 Brandwood Forum want to develop a strategy to bring council groups 
and residents together.  To this end Karen asked the residents  to 
support a change in the constitution to enable it to open the Forum to 
all residents including businesses.  This will enable residents to have 
more of a say regarding the local area to include planning. 

 

 Chair thanked everyone and closed the meeting  

  
Brandwood Forum Next 
meeting 
 5th September  

Events 
Walkers Heath Festival 2-7pm 3rd August 
Jasmin Fields Meet the Rangers Day 11-1pm 17th August 
Whats happening to Cocksmore ? 28th August 7pm Brandwood Centre 
 

 


